Bangladesh is the abode for 21 ethnic communities (Khaleque 1995) . Among them, the Chakma tribe is the largest and the most dominant one. Total population of Chakma is about 253,000 (Tripura 1994) of which more than 90 percent live in Rangamati and Khagrachari districts. Even in the recent past, the Chakma people living in Bangladesh used to meet their daily needs mostly from natural forest products. For the primary health care, still most of them depend upon surrounding plants and plant products. The knowledge of such health care system is passed from generation to generation in verbal form by traditional medicine men, local headmen and elderly persons in their community. However, currently the indigenous healthcare knowledge of Chakma tribe is in great risk because of various threats. If the present trend of eroding situation prevails, the valuable knowledge possessed by the Chakma people on indigenous medicinal plants is going to be lost forever without being properly recorded and documented.
ROY et al.
A total of 90 plant species have been recorded which are used in the treatment of different ailments by the Chakma people. For each species, scientific, local and family names, part(s) used and diseases treated are presented in the Table 1 . Out of the total 90 species, three species, viz. Brownea coccinea Jacq., Gomphostemma parvifloria Wall. and Pyrrosia piloselloides M.G. (Pteridophyte) were recorded to have medicinal value for the first time from Bangladesh (Hassan and Khan 1986 , 1996 , Mia and Huq 1988 , Alam 1992 , Yusuf et al. 1994 , Chowdhury et al. 1996 , Ghani 1998 , 2004 , Khan et al. 2002 , Chakma et al. 2003 , Rahman et al. 2003 . The list of medicinal plants of Chakma people presented in this article is not a complete list. To make a complete list further long term survey is necessary. 
